and emphasis placed on the fact that rectal hlmorrhage was at first the sole symptom in 17 %. A further 21 % had abdominal pain or constitutional disturbance for weeks or months before the stools became frequent or abnormal.
Dr. Schlesinger discussed the emotional factors involved. Although there was a disturbed family background or some calamity prior to the onset of symptoms in a third of the cases, it was also true to say that two-thirds of the children seemed to enjoy a happy, stable home. Nevertheless, the children did tend to show certain characteristics, particularly undue conscientiousness, with concern over school performance and fastidious cleanliness. Frequently they seemed unduly dependent upon, or at odds with, one parent-usually the mother. They found difficulty in expressing their emotions by word or deed, and emotional crises tended to be manifest by a relapse of their colitis. Almost one-quarter of the children were Jewish; this was four times the average proportion of Jewish children amongst the total admissions to the Hospital for Sick Children. There was a family history of ulcerative colitis in 17 % of near relatives in the series. This included a pair of brothers and a brother and sister. The incidence was greater than in other published figures.
On examination the children were notably above average in intelligence and below average in weight. Tachycardia was the only other striking physical sign apart from the appearance of the stools.
Sigmoidoscopic and barium enema studies were incomplete. However, they affirmed that, whereas the rectum and sigmoid colon were occasionally spared, it was common to find granular proctitis in the absence of X-ray changes. The disease could spread later to involve the whole colon. The ileum was demonstrably affected in 3 cases.
The usual complications had occurred and the incidence of arthritis in 20% of cases was emphasized. It differed from rheumatoid arthritis in its distribution and course.
The results of treatment by steroids and surgery were given (Tables III and IV) . Some of Dr. Robin Higgins had undertaken psychotherapy with 5 children. One girl had had an -effective remission dating from the treatment. She was the only child for whom a full course had been achieved. Aside from this, the value of "superficial" psychotherapy, especially continued relationship with a single physician, was emphasized.
A classification of the cases and their state at follow-up was shown (Table V) . The health The speakers thanked all the physicians and surgeons, many of whom were present, who had so generously provided follow-up data and access to those children who were now their patients.
